
 

In the General Assembly State of __________ 1 

“Restroom Access Act” 2 

Section 1. Title. This section shall be known and may be cited as the “Crohn’s and Colitis Fairness Act”, 3 

“Restroom Access Act” 4 

Section 2. Purpose. This legislature hereby finds and declares that: 5 

(a) Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, collectively known as inflammatory bowel disease 6 

(IBD), are painful, medically incurable diseases that affect the digestive system resulting 7 

in symptoms that include loss of bowel control and require urgent and sudden use of a 8 

restroom.  9 

(b) Denying restroom access to IBD patients can lead to embarrassing, avoidable accidents 10 

that can cause extreme emotional distress. 11 

(c) As IBD affects XX in (State) and as increasing numbers of people are being diagnosed 12 

with IBD, it is in the public interest to ensure that these patients can access a restroom 13 

in an emergency. 14 

Section 3. Definitions. As used in this section: 15 

(a)  “Eligible medical condition” means Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, any other 16 

inflammatory bowel disease, irritable bowel disease syndrome, or any other medical 17 

condition that requires the use of an ostomy device or immediate access to a toilet facility; 18 

and 19 

(b) “Retail establishment” means a place of business open to the general public for the sale of 20 

goods or services.  21 

Section 4. Restroom Access. 22 

(a) A retail establishment that has a toilet facility for its employees shall allow any individual 23 

who is lawfully on the premises of such place of business to use that toilet facility during 24 

normal business hours, even if the place of business does not normally make the employee 25 

toilet facility available to the public, provided that the following conditions are met: 26 

i. The individual requesting the use of the employee toilet facility suffers from an 27 

eligible medication condition or utilizes an ostomy device; 28 

ii. A public restroom is not immediately accessible to the customer;  29 

iii. The employee toilet facility is not located in an area where providing access 30 

would create a health or safety risk to the customer  31 



Section 5. Violations and Enforcement  32 

(a) A retail establishment or an employee of a retail establishment that violates section (4) is 33 

subject to a fine of at least one thousand dollars ($1,000) 34 

Section 6. Effective.   35 

(a) This Act shall become effective immediately upon being enacted into law. 36 


