Constituent Meeting to Discuss Restroom Access

Dear (City Council Member or County Commissioner):

I live in (name of city or county) and am an advocate with the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation.  I am writing to request a meeting with you to discuss increasing restroom access in our community.

We all need access to public restrooms at times while away from home, even if we don’t like to talk about it, but there are not enough public restrooms in our community.  Patients who live with Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis experience that need more frequently and urgently than most. 

Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, known collectively as IBD, are incurable diseases that cause inflammation of the gastrointestinal tract, and are characterized by abdominal pain, diarrhea and frequent bowel movements.  Patients with IBD can have unexpected and urgent needs to find a restroom at a moment’s notice.  This causes many IBD patients to worry about whether they will have access to a restroom in public.

Many states have attempted to legislate a solution for this basic human need, but patients are often been disappointed and frustrated by the lack of awareness and compliance, as well as the absence of enforcement mechanisms for these laws.

I (or We) am (are) requesting a meeting with you to discuss the possibility of creating a tax incentive for local businesses that open their restrooms to the public and register their location on a restroom finding app.  We believe this solution could benefit our entire community in the following ways:

· Immediate access in a range of locations
· Reduce cost of construction and maintenance of city/county run facilities
· Overcome public opposition to construction/operation of public facilities 
· Provide local businesses with an opportunity for creating goodwill and promoting their location, while offsetting the cost of maintenance of existing restrooms
· Bring more business and tourism into our community
 

I (or We) look forward to hearing from your office about a potential meeting time where we can discuss this idea further.

Sincerely,
(Your name or the names of those planning to attend)
(Your city) 

